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HOUSE  BILL  195:  A  Cooperative  Effort  Between 
Private  Landowners,  Hunters  and  Outfitters 


The  1995  Legislature  passed  House  Bill  195  in  March  of  this  year.  This  landmark  piece 
of  legislation  was  the  result  of  over  18  month's  effort  by  the  Private  Lands/Public  Wildlife 
Council  appointed  by  Governor  Racicot  in  1993.  The  council,  made  up  of  hunters, 
landowners  and  outfitters  proposed  a  number  of  new  and  innovative  ways  to  recognize 
landowners  for  their  contributions  to  wildlife  and  Montana's  hunting  heritage,  increase  public 
access  to  private  land  for  hunting  and  provide  stability  to  Montana's  outfitting  industry. 
These  recommendations  were  put  into  HB  195  which  passed  through  the  legislature  with 
overwhelming  bi-partisan  support.  By  providing  landowners  who  voluntarily  participate  in 
the  program  with  tangible  benefits  to  offset  the  potential  impacts  of  public  hunting  on  their 
property  it  is  hoped  that  greater  public  access  will  be  granted  to  private  lands.  A  variable- 
pricing  system  for  outfitter-sponsored  licenses  will  fund  the  effort  as  well  as  provide  a  more 
stable  client  base  for  outfitters. 

HB  195  will  be  in  place  for  the  1996  hunting  season.  In  the  meantime,  those  wishing 
further  information  should  contact  their  local  office  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish 
Wildlife  and  Parks. 


The  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  has  installed 
a  Telephone  Device  for  the  Deaf  (TDD)  as  part  of  a 
continuing  program  aimed  at  increasing  the  ability  of 
disabled  citizens  to  access  the  full  range  of  Department 
services.  It  can  be  accessed  at  (406)  444-1200.  For  more 
information  on  the  CROSSING  THE  BARRIERS 
program,  call  (406)444-2602. 


AVOID  VIOLATIONS  OF  THE  LAW 

Immediately  after  killing  a  big  game  animal,  all  hunters  must 
properly  validate  the  appropriate  license/tag  and  securely  attach 
it  to  the  animal  so  that  it  is  clearly  visible. 

Proper  validation  is  easy: 

1)  Locate  the  appropriate  month  and  day  the  animal  was 
killed  and  completely  cut  away  (notch  out)  the  month  and 
day  designations.  The  license/tag  shown  below,  for  example, 
has  been  properly  validated  for  an  animal  taken  on  Novem- 
ber 17. 

2)  Be  Careful!  The  correct  and  appropriate  month  and  day 
designations  must  be  removed  completely  from  the  li- 
cense/tag. Removing  more  than  one  month  or  one  day  desig- 
nation invalidates  the  license/tag. 


To  repori  violations:    yju  H't;  ur .we  i:  :c  :yj:  ■■■■■  :c  !  -  ;  •  ••  .v.i 
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J  r"C  oom  to  swing  my  arms  and  to  swing  my  mind."  That's  how  Joseph  Kinsey  Howard  characterized 
t  a  »Y  life  in  Montana  in  1943.  In  his  book,  Montana-High,  Wide  and  Handsome,  Howard  managed  to 
vividly  \»  capture  an  aspect  of  western  values  Montanans  have  long  cherished. 

In  comparison  to  our  city-dwelling  cousins,  Montanans  still  have  plenty  of  elbowroom,  but  we  can't  swing 
our  arms  as  freely  as  Howard  did  more  than  50  years  ago.  Back  then,  recreational  access  to  private  lands 
was  mostly  sealed  with  a  handshake.  Today,  increasing  demand  for  recreational  use  of  private  lands  has 
altered  the  picture. 

About  65  percent  of  Montana  is  privately  owned.  These  private  lands  offer  a  wide  variety  of  wildlife 
habitat  and  play  key  roles  in  sustaining  the  state's  abundant  wildlife  populations.  For  the  most  part, 
Montana  landowners  still  abide  by  old  traditions  when  it  comes  to  granting  hunters  access  to  their  lands, 
but  times  are  changing.  Fee  hunting--and  the  leasing  of  lands  to  outfitters,  private  clubs,  or  individuals 
for  exclusive  use-have  become  attractive  options  for  some  landowners. 

To  the  benefit  of  both  landowners  and  hunters,  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks'  (FWP)  Block 
Management  Program,  is  maintaining  ~  and  in  many  areas  actually  improving  ~  hunter  access  to  private 
land.  Block  Management  works  because  it  not  only  provides  public  access  to  private  land,  but  also 
addresses  the  needs  and  concerns  of  private  landowners  who  allow  the  public  on  their  property  for  hunting. 
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I  lock  Management  began  in  the  early  1980s  when  walk-in  areas  were  created  in  cooperation  with 
T  private  landowners.  By  1985,  FWP  built  a  program  whose  aim  was  to  maintain  free  public 
0  M  *r  hunting  access  to  private  lands,  yet  still  alleviate  problems  and  inconveniences  that  landowners 
had  come  to  associate  with  public  use.  In  time,  many  acres  of  state  and  federal  lands,  which  were 
inaccessible  to  the  public,  were  opened  up  through  adjoining,  private  landowner  participation  in  the 
program. 

Due  to  the  tremendous  growth  in  the  Block  Management  Program,  rules  were  adopted  in  1994  by  the 
Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  Commission  to  formalize  the  program.  These  rules  were  set  in  place 
to  clarify  a  number  of  aspects  of  the  program  and  provide  specific  standards  for  information,  access  equity 
and  cooperator  support.  Copies  of  these  rules  are  available  from  the  Field  Services  Division  at  the  Helena 
FWP  Headquarters. 

Block  Management  Areas  (BMA's)  are  set  up  by  local  FWP  personnel  working  with  private  landowners 
and  occasionally  state  and  federal  land  managers.  The  boundaries  of  each  area  are  delineated  and 
conditions  for  public  use  are  agreed  upon.  These  rules  might  include  written  permission,  limitations  on 
the  number  of  hunters  per  day,  methods  of  distributing  hunters  in  an  area,  restrictions  on  off-road  travel 
with  vehicles,  or  establishing  specific  hunter  parking  areas.  FWP  may  manage  hunters  on  a  BMA  or  in 
some  cases,  the  landowner  may  operate  the  area.  Because  the  individual  needs  and  circumstances  of 
landowners  and  hunters  vary  from  place  to  place,  BMAs  differ  in  style,  method  and  operating  rules  from 
one  FWP  region  to  another.  Since  all  BMAs  are  set  up  locally,  information  on  the  areas  is  available  at 
regional  FWP  Headquarters. 

Landowners  enrolled  in  the  Block  Management  Program  are  assisted  by  FWP  in  the  management  of 
hunters,  which  helps  to  reduce  interruptions  to  normal  farm  and  ranch  operations.  A  variety  of  landowner 
incentives  and  services-provided  by  the  sale  of  hunting  licenses  and  the  federal  Aid  to  Wildlife  Restoration 
(Pittman-Robertson)  program-are  used  to  establish  and  operate  BMAs.  Incentives  for  landowners 
enrolled  in  the  Block  Management  Program  may  include: 

o  Signs,  maps,  permission  booklets  issued  to  landowners  for  their  use  during  the 
hunting  season. 

o       Reimbursement  for  hunting-related  livestock  losses. 

o       Wildlife  damage  materials  such  as  fencing  and  permanent  stack  yards. 

o  FWP  personnel  to  manage  hunting  activities  on  large  BMAs.  FWP  issues 
permission  slips,  directs  hunters  to  specific  areas,  posts  signs,  ensures 
compliance  with  area  rules  and,  in  some  cases,  collects  biological  data. 

o       Direct  compensation  for  landowners  who  opt  to  manage  and  direct  hunters. 

o  Liability  limitations  for  landowners  who  allow  free  recreational  access  under 
Montana  statute  70-16-302  MCA. 
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his  publication  is  intended  to  provide  general  information  on  Block  Management  and  other 
opportunities  for  hunting  in  Montana.  Included  with  this  guide  may  be  an  insert  describing  Block 
Management  opportunities  in  the  region  in  which  the  publication  was  available.  For  information 
on  Block  Management  in  other  regions,  call  the  appropriate  FWP  Regional  Headquarters  listed 


on  page  8.  Maps,  area  regulations,  and  procedures  to  gain  access  to  specific  BMAs  are  available  from 
each  FWP  Regional  Headquarters  beginning  September  1. 

o       There  is  no  charge  to  hunters  to  access  any  BMA. 

o  On  BMAs  which  limit  the  number  of  hunters  who  can  access  the  land,  hunting  opportunities  are 
available  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis.  On  BMAs  which  require  advance  reservations  or 
permission,  arrangements  should  be  made  as  soon  as  cooperators'  lists  are  available  from  FWP 
regional  headquarters. 

o  There  is  no  state-wide  or  "master"  list  of  BMA  cooperators.  Complete  and  current  information  on 
local  BMAs  is  available  at  regional  FWP  offices. 

o  Hunters  may  be  required  to  obtain  a  written  permission  slip  from  either  the  landowner/cooperator 
or  the  department  employee  on  some  BMAs.  Hunters  may  also  be  requested  to  check  out  with 
the  landowner  or  area  manager  after  completing  their  hunt.  / 

o  On  BMAs  where  demand  regularly  exceeds  opportunity  for  hunting,  random  drawings  may  be  held 
to  select  hunters.  Drawing  information  is  available  at  FWP  regional  offices. 

o  Many  BMAs  are  operated  on  a  walk-in  only  basis.  These  areas  may  or  may  not  require  written 
permission  slips.  Hunters  may  be  required  to  park  vehicles  in  designated  parking  areas  and  walk 
from  that  point  into  the  hunting  area.  Hunters  should  check  with  the  landowner,  BMA  manager, 
or  signs  on  the  BMA  for  specific  instructions  on  game  retrieval.  Motorized  retrieval  may  be 
allowed  on  some  areas  while  others  require  packing  game  to  an  established  road.  Use  of  all-terrain 
vehicles  (four-wheelers,  etc.)  on  BMAs  must  be  cleared  by  the  private  landowner  or  FWP 
personnel,  unless  otherwise  posted. 

Some  Things  to  Keep  In  Mind: 

o  It  is  the  responsibility  of  hunters  to  conduct  themselves  in  an  exemplary  manner  while  on  BMAs 
or  any  private  lands.  How  property  is  treated,  and  hunter  behavior  in  the  field,  will  determine 
whether  you  and  other  hunters  will  be  welcomed  again.  Should  the  operating  rules  of  a  BMA 
require  securing  hunting  permission  in  advance  by  telephone  or  in  person,  such  calls  or  visits  should 
be  made  at  reasonable,  "common  sense"  hours. 

o  Due  to  the  nature  of  farming  and  ranching,  spring  and  summer  months  are  busy  times  for 
landowners.  As  a  result,  most  of  the  arrangements  for  BMAs  are  not  completed  until  late  summer 
and  so,  current  and  accurate  information  on  BMAs  for  the  current  year's  hunting  season  is  not 
available  until  September  1.  Additional  areas  and  opportunities  may  be  added  up  to  the  beginning 
of  the  hunting  season. 
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o  Reservations  to  hunt  BMAs  next  year  cannot  be  accepted  by  cooperators  or  FWP  before  September 
1,  1995.  Please  do  not  request  permission  to  hunt  on  a  BMA  for  the  following  year,  as  you  are 
leaving  this  year. 

o  Confirm  a  place  to  hunt  on  one  BMA  for  a  specific  date  and  stick  with  that  commitment.  Making 
reservations  to  hunt  on  more  than  one  BMA  on  a  single  day  denies  opportunities  to  other  hunters. 

o  Block  Management  has  gained  considerable  popularity  in  recent  years.  It  is  advisable  to  make  your 
arrangements  as  soon  as  possible  after  September  1.  Waiting  until  the  last  minute  (such  as  the 
night  before  a  planned  hunt  or  until  a  Friday  for  a  weekend  hunt)  may  limit  opportunities  to  hunt 
on  a  BMA. 

0  BMAs  change  from  year  to  year.  Additional  areas  may  be  added  or  previously  existing  BMAs  may 
be  modified  or  moved  out  of  the  program.  Please  do  not  attempt  to  contact  landowners  or  Block 
Management  managers  using  a  previous  year's  information. 

o  Any  problems  encountered  on  a  BMA  that  are  not  resolved  on-site,  should  be  reported  to  the  local 
FWP  office.  FWP  will  need  specific  written  information  on  the  circumstances,  location  and  people 
involved.  Those  filing  written  complaints  will  be  kept  informed  on  the  progress  and  outcome  of  any 
problem  reported.  In  order  to  quickly  remedy  problems,  it  is  important  that  any  difficulties  be 

reported  as  soon  as  possible. 

o  Block  Management  cooperators  or  department  personnel  operating  BMAs  may  deny  access  to  a 
BMA  or  terminate  a  person's  BMA  privileges  for  reasons  such  as  willful  violation  of  use  rules  or 
intoxication.  Violation  of  use  rules  is  grounds  for  citation  and/or  expulsion  from  a  BMA. 

o  Although  Block  Management  has  opened  up  and  maintained  considerable  private  land  for  public 
use,  it  is  not  a  substitute  for  a  one-on-one  relationship  between  the  hunter  and  the  private 
landowner.  Numerous  hunting  opportunities  do  exist  on  private  lands  not  involved  in  Block 
Management.  Local  FWP  offices  can  be  helpful  in  directing  hunters  to  local  landowners  who  allow 
public  hunting. 

o  Montana  law  requires  all  big  game  hunters  must  have  permission  of  the  landowner,  lessee  or  their 
agent  before  hunting  big  game  animals  on  private  property,  regardless  of  whether  the  land  is  posted 
or  not.  Upland  bird  hunters  do  not  need  to  have  permission  to  hunt  on  unposted  private  property. 
No  matter  what  kind  of  recreational  use  you  intend  on  private  land,  the  best  policy  is  always  ASK 
FIRST! 

Streams  &  Access 

Although  few  BMAs  have  streams  featured  as  part  of  the  hunting  opportunities  offered,  it  is  important 
to  be  aware  of  the  Montana  Stream  Access  Law.  Under  this  statute,  rivers  and  streams  capable  of 
recreational  use  may  be  so  used  by  the  public  up  to  the  ordinary  high  water  marks.  Although  Montana  law 
gives  recreationists  the  right  to  pursue  water-based  activities  within  the  high  water  marks  of  rivers  and 
streams,  it  does  not  give  recreationists  the  right  to  enter  posted  lands  bordering  those  streams  or  to  cross 
private  lands  to  gain  access  to  streams.  Islands  may  or  may  not  be  public.  Therefore,  before  hunting  deer 
on  islands,  always  check  ownership.  Details  are  available  at  FWP  regional  offices. 
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LANDS  UNDER  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  FEDERAL  AND  STATE 

AGENCIES 


/    I  cross  Montana,  numerous  opportunities  exist  for  hunting  on  federal  and  state  lands.  Most  publicly- 
1   "T  owned  lands  in  Montana  are  administered  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources, 
f  •      "         U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  or  USD  A  Forest  Service.  Addresses  and  phone  numbers 
for  these  agencies  are  listed  on  pages  8  through  11.  FWP  regional  personnel  also  can  be  of  assistance  in 
suggesting  hunting  opportunities  on  publicly  owned  lands. 

STATE  SCHOOL  TRUST  LANDS 

State  School  Trust  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  at  statehood  in  1889  by  the  United  States.  Although 
publicly  owned,  these  lands  were  given  to  the  state  for  the  specific  purpose  of  generating  revenue  to  the 
school  trust.  These  lands  are  administered  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
(DNRC),formerly  Department  of  State  Lands.  The  status  and  use  of  these  lands  are  different  from  that 
of  other  state-owned  lands.  State  lands  appear  in  blue  on  most  maps  and  generally  are  sections  16  and 
36  in  most  townships.  In  some  parts  of  the  state,  trades  either  have  consolidated  blocks  of  trust  lands  or 
have  resulted  in  isolated  tracts  less  than  one  section  in  size.  Local  DNRC  offices  (page  9)  can  assist  in 
providing  more  information  on  State  School  Trust  lands. 

The  1991  Montana  Legislature  made  substantive  changes  in  the  laws  and  rules  governing  recreational 
public  access  to  State  School  Trust  lands.  These  changes  went  into  effect  in  1992,  with  significant  rule 
revisions  in  1993  and  1994.  Public  recreational  activities  may  take  place  on  accessible  trust  lands  with  the 
purchase  of  a  State  Lands  Recreational  Use  License.  Accessible  trust  lands  are  defined  as: 

"...those  which  may  be  accessed  by  dedicated  public  road,  public  right-of-way,  or  public  easement;  by 
public  waters  such  as  rivers  and  streams  that  are  recreationally  navigable  under  23-2-302  MCA;  by 
adjacent  federal,  state,  county  or  municipal  land  if  the  land  is  open  to  public  use;  or  by  adjacent  private 
land  if  permission  to  cross  the  land  has  been  secured  from  the  landowner.  The  granting  of  permission 
by  a  private  landowner  to  cross  private  property  in  a  particular  instance  does  not  subject  the  state  land 
that  is  accessed  to  general  recreational  use  by  members  of  the  public  other  than  those  granted 
permission." 

Recreational  Use  of  State  School  Trust  Lands:  The  Basics 

o  Anyone  recreating  on  State  School  Trust  lands  must  have  a  State  Lands  Recreational  Use 
License  in  his/her  possession.  These  are  available  for  $5  at  any  FWP  license  agent. 

o  The  permit  entitles  the  holder  to  engage  in  all  non-commercial  or  non-concentrated  (i.e.,  conducted 
by  an  organization  such  as  church  group,  club,  etc.)  form  of  recreation,  except  cutting  and  gathering 
of  firewood,  collecting  valuable  rocks  and  minerals,  disturbance  or  collection  of  historical/cultural 
specimens  or  sites,  and  trapping. 

o  Lessees  can  require  notification  of  recreational  use  on  their  leases,  but  must  post  the  trust  lands 
with  signs  provided  by  DNRC  which  describe  how  to  go  about  such  notification. 
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o       Overnight  camping: 

-is  restricted  to  two  consecutive  nights  outside  of  designated  campgrounds, 
-is  restricted  to  14  days  total  per  calendar  year  on  unleased  lands, 
-is  restricted  to  14  consecutive  days  within  a  designated  campground. 
-  must  occur  within  200  feet  of  a  legal  access  point  or  navigable  waterway. 

o       Fires  and  fireworks  are  prohibited. 

o  Some  trust  lands  may  be  closed  to  recreational  use  or  have  restrictions  on  such  use.  However,  the 
lessee  must  post  these  lands  as  such  with  signs  provided  by  DNRC.  All  recreational  activities  are 
prohibited  on  closed  trust  lands. 

o  Vehicle  use  on  trust  lands  is  restricted  to  public  roads  or  other  roads  which  may  be  designated  by 
DNRC  open  for  use. 

o       Pets  must  be  controlled  and  cannot  harass  livestock  or  wildlife. 

o       Horses  may  not  be  kept  on  state  trust  lands  overnight. 

o  It  is  unlawful  to  enter  private  land  from  trust  land  without  the  private  landowner's  permission,  even 
if  the  land  is  not  posted. 

o  Non-hunting  season  discharge  of  firearms,  horseback  use  and  camping  on  trust  lands  are  subject  to 
different  regulations.  Contact  the  local  DNRC  office  for  specifics. 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  anyone  recreating  on  State  School  Trust  lands  to  know  the  regulations  and 
adhere  to  them.  It  is  therefore  important  to  get  a  copy  of  these  rules  and  become  familiar  with  them. 
Copies  of  the  complete  rules  for  recreational  use  of  state  trust  land  are  available  at  DNRC  offices  across 
the  state. 

Some  BMAs  contain  State  School  Trust  lands.  Anyone  age  12  or  older  utilizing  trust  lands  in  the  course 
of  hunting  a  BMA  must  have  a  State  Lands  Recreational  Use  License  in  his/her  possession. 

BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT 

Most  of  the  eight  million  acres  of  public  land  administered  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior,  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  (BLM)  in  Montana  are  open  year-round  to  public  use.  The  public  can  use  these 
lands  for  recreation  unless  the  lands  have  been  officially  closed  due  to  fire  danger,  emergency  hazards,  or 
to  protect  resource  values.  Information  is  available  at  local  BLM  offices  (page  10)  regarding  current  site- 
specific  regulations. 

Public  roads,  thoroughfares  or  waterways  that  provide  legal  access  may  be  used  to  gain  access,  to  BLM 
lands.  The  public  cannot  cross  private  lands  to  reach  BLM  land  if  no  public  thoroughfare  exists. 
Landowner  permission  must  be  obtained  before  crossing  private  lands.  Grazing  leases  do  not  alter  or 
restrict  authorized  public  use  of  BLM  lands  and  grazing  lessees  cannot  maintain  locked  gates,  signs  or 
other  devices  on  public  lands.  Persons  who  have  reason  to  believe  they  are  improperly  denied  access  to 
BLM  lands  should  notify  the  nearest  BLM  office. 
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Most  lands  under  BLM  management  are  designated  in  yellow  on  the  BLM's  Recreation  and  Surface 
Management  maps.  Some  federal  lands,  however,  are  designated  in  pink  on  these  maps.  These 
Bankhead- Jones  Land  Use  (LU)  lands  are  administered  by  the  BLM  and  are  open  to  the  public  for 
recreation,  subject  to  the  same  regulations  and  conditions  as  other  BLM  lands. 

Land  status  information  portrayed  on  BLM  maps  was  correct  at  the  time  the  maps  were  printed. 
However,  due  to  land  sales  and  exchanges,  some  lands  may  no  longer  administered  by  BLM.  Additional 
lands  may  also  have  been  acquired.  For  current  and  accurate  site-specific  land  status  information,  contact 
the  appropriate  local  BLM  office. 

USD  A  FOREST  SERVICE 

The  USDA  Forest  Service  (USFS)  administers  16.8  million  acres  on  10  National  Forests  in  Montana. 
USFS  lands  are  open  to  various  uses,  including  hunting  and  other  types  of  recreation. 

Each  National  Forest  develops  a  travel  management  plan  which  is  shown  on  Forest  Visitor  Maps.  These 
maps  indicate  land  ownership,  road  closures  and  other  travel  restrictions.  Forest  Visitor  Maps  are 
available  at  Forest  Headquarters  listed  on  page  11.  Information  shown  on  these  maps  is  current  at  the 
time  of  publication.  However,  to  ensure  accurate  information  and  to  find  out  about  any  new  or  temporary 
restrictions,  it  is  always  a  good  idea  to  contact  the  local  Forest  Headquarters  prior  to  a  trip. 

Roads  on  National  Forests  may  have  seasonal  or  year-round  closures.  Closures  may  be  for  wildlife 
security,  soil  and  water  protection  or  public  safety.  Public  roads,  thoroughfares  and  waterways  may  be 
used  to  gain  access  to  National  Forests.  However,  landowner  permission  is  required  before  crossing 
private  property  to  access  USFS  land.  For  information  regarding  recreation  opportunities  on,  and  access 
to,  National  Forests  contact  the  local  USFS  office. 

THE  MONTANA  ACCESS  GUIDE 

The  Montana  Access  Guide  is  a  multi-agency  publication  which  describes  the  recreational  policies  of  the 
Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  Department  of  Natural  Resources,  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  and  USDA  Forest  Service.  It  outlines  opportunities  and  responsibilities  for  recreationists 
and  private  landowners  in  Montana.  The  Access  Guide  is  available  free  of  charge  at  participating  agency 
offices. 
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STATE  HEADQUARTERS 

1420  East  Sixth  Ave. 
P.O.  Box  200701 
Helena  59620-0701 
(406)  444-2535 

REGION  1 

490  North  Meridian 

KALISPELL  59901 

(406)  752-5501 


REGION  3 
1400  South  19th 
BOZEMAN  59715 

(406)  994-4042 

Helena  Resource  Area 
1404  8th  Ave. 
HELENA  59620 
(406)  444-4720 
(All  800-Series  Districts) 


REGION  5 

2300  Lake  Elmo  Rd. 

BILLINGS  59105 

(406)  252-4654 


REGION  6 
Route  1-4210 
GLASGOW  59230 
(406)  228-9347 


REGION  2 

3201  Spurgin  Rd. 
MISSOULA  59801 

(406)  542-5500 


REGION  4 

4600  Giant  Springs  Rd. 
GREAT  FALLS  59406 
(406)  454-3441 


REGION  7 
R.R.  1,  Box  2004 
MILES  CITY  59301 

(406)  232-4365 
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MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 


STATE  HEADQUARTERS  FORESTRY  DIVISION 

1625  11th  Ave.  2705  Spurgin  Rd. 

PO  Box  201601  Missoula,  MT  59801 

Helena,  MT  59620-1601  (406)  542-4300 
(406)  444-2074 


NORTHWEST  LAND  OFFICE 
2250  Highway  93  N. 
Kalispell,  MT  59901 
(406)  752-7994 


SOUTHWEST  LAND  OFFICE 
1401  27th  Ave. 
Missoula  MT  59801 
(406)  542-4200 


AREA  OFFICES 


CENTRAL  LAND  OFFICE 
8001- N.  Montana  Ave. 
Helena,  MT  59601 
(406)  444-3633 


SOUTHERN  LAND  OFFICE 

Airport  Industrial  Park 
Billings  MT  59101 
(406)  259-32694 


NORTHEAST  LAND  OFFICE 
USDA  Building 
613  N.E.  Main  St. 
Lewistown,  MT  59457 
(406)  538-5989 

EASTERN  LAND  OFFICE 

P.O.  Box  1794 
321  N.  Main 
Miles  City  MT  59301 
(406)  232-2034 


UNIT  OFFICES 


Anaconda 

Bozeman 

Clearwater 

Conrad 

Dillon 

Glasgow 

Swan  River 

Hamilton 


(406)  563-6078 
(406)  586-5243 
(406)  793-5757 
(406)  278-7869 
(406)  683-6305 
(406)  288-2430 
(406)  654-2301 
(406)  363-1585 


Helena 

Kalispell 

Libby 

Lincoln 

Missoula 

Plains 

Stillwater 


(406)  444-3633 
(406)  756-6575 
(406)  293-2711 
(406)  362-4999 
(406)  542-4201 
(406)  826-3791 
(406)  881-2371 


9 


BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT  OFFICES 


MONTANA  STATE  OFFICE 
PO  Box  36800 
222  N.  32nd  St. 
Billings,  MT  59107-6800 
(406)  255-2885 


BUTTE  DISTRICT  OFFICE 

106  N.  Parkmont 
P.O.  Box  3388 
Butte,  MT  59702-3388 
(406)  494-5059 

DILLON  RESOURCE 
AREA  HEADQUARTERS 

Ibcy  Building 
1005  Sclway  Dr. 
P.O.  Box  1048 
Dillon,  MT  59725-1048 
(406)  683-2337 

GARNET  RESOURCE 
AREA  HEADQUARTERS 

3255  Ft.  Missoula  Rd. 
Missoula,  MT  59801-7293 
(406)  329-3914 

HEADWATERS  RESOURCE 
AREA 

106  N.  Parkmont 
P.O.  Box  3388 
Butte,  MT  59702-3388 
(406)  494-5059 


LEWISTOWN  DISTRICT 
OFFICE 

Airport  Road 
Drawer  1160 

Lewistown,  MT  59457-9699 
(406)  538-7461 

GREAT  FALLS  RESOURCE 
AREA 

812  14ih  St.  N. 
P.O.  Box  2865 

Great  Falls,  MT  59403-2865 
(406)  727-0503 

HAVRE  RESOURCE  AREA 
HEADQUARTERS 

West  Second  St. 
Drawer  911 

Havre,  MT  59501-0911 
(406)  265-5891 

PHILLIPS  RESOURCE  AREA 
HEADQUARTERS 

501  S.  2nd  St.  E. 
P.O.  Box  B 
Malta,  MT  59538 
(406)  654-1240 

VALLEY  RESOURCE 
AREA  HEADQUARTERS 
Route  #1  -  4775 
Glasgow,  MT  59230-9796 
(406)  228-4316 

JUDITH  RESOURCE 
RESOURCE  AREA 
Airport  Rd. 

Lewistown,  MT  59457-1300 
(406)  538-7461 


MILES  CITY  DISTRICT 

OFFICE 

P.O.  Box  940 

Miles  City,  MT  59301-0940 
(406)  232-4331 


BIG  DRY  RESOURCE 
AREA 

Miles  City  Plaza 

Miles  City,  MT  59301-2844 

(406)  232-7000 


BILLINGS  RESOURCE 
AREA  HEADQUARTERS 

810  E.  Main 
P.O.  Box  2020 
Billings,  MT  59105-3395 
(406)  657-6262 

POWDER  RIVER  RESOURCE 
AREA 

Miles  City  Plaza 
Miles  City,  MT  59301 
(406)  232-7000 
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USDA  FOREST  SERVICE  OFFICES 


NORTHERN  REGION  HEADQUARTERS 
Federal  Building 
200  East  Broadway 
P.O.  Box  7669 
Missoula,  MT  59807-7669 
(406)  329-3511 


NATIONAL  FORESTS  IN  MONTANA 


BEAVERHEAD  NATIONAL 
FOREST 

420  Barrett  St. 

Dillon,  MT  59725-3572 

(406)  683-3900 

BITTERROOT  NATIONAL 
FOREST 
1801  N.  1st  St. 
Hamilton,  MT  59840 
(406)  363-3154 

CUSTER  NATIONAL 
FOREST 

2602  First  Ave.  North 
PO  Box  2556 
Billings,  MT  59703 
(406)  657-6361 

DEER  LODGE  NATIONAL 
FOREST 

400  N.  Main,  Federal  Building 
PO  Box  400 
Butte,  MT  59703 
(406)  496-3400 


FLATHEAD  NATIONAL 
FOREST 

1935  3rd  Ave  East 
P.O.  Box  147 
Kalispell,  MT  59901 
(406)  755-5401 

GALLATIN  NATIONAL 

FOREST 

Federal  Building 

PO  Box  130 

10  E.  Babcock 

Bozeman,  MT  59771 

(406)  587-6701 

HELENA  NATIONAL 
FOREST 

2880  Skyway  Drive 
Helena,  MT  59601 
(406)  449-5201 

KOOTENAI  NATIONAL 
FOREST 

506  U.S.  Highway  2  West 
LibbyMT  59923 
(406)  293-6211 


LEWIS  &  CLARK 
NATIONAL  FOREST 
1101  15th  St.  N. 
P.  O.  Box  869 
Great  Falls,  MT  59923 
(406)  791-7700 

LOLO  NATIONAL  FOREST 
Building  24,  Ft.  Missoula 
Missoula,  MT  59801 
(406)  329-375 
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Sunrise/Sunset  Tables 


Sunrise-Sunset  Tables  For  Determining  Hunting  Hours 

These  tables,  including  adjustments  for  daylight  savings  time,  are  the  official  sunrise-sunset  tables  adopted  by 
the  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  Commission  for  hunting  in  Montana.  (Do  not  utilize  from  other  sources.) 


Zone  1    Zone  2    Zone  3    Zone  4 


Zone  1    Zone  2    Zone  3  Zone4 


September 
1-5 
6-10 
11-15 
16-20 
21-25 
26-30 

October 
1-5 
6-10 
11-15 
16-20 
21-24 

25-  28 
29-31 

November 

1-5 

6-10 
11-15 
16-20 
21-25 

26-  30 


Rise 

Set 

Rise 

Set 

Rise 

Set 

Rise 

Set 

6 

57 

8:17 

6 

50 

8 

04 

6 

37 

7 

49 

6 

27 

7 

46 

7 

04 

8:06 

6 

56 

7 

54 

6 

43 

7 

40 

6 

34 

7 

36 

7 

11 

7:56 

7 

03 

7 

44 

6 

49 

7 

30 

6 

40 

7 

25 

7 

18 

7:46 

7 

09 

7 

34 

6 

56 

7 

20 

6 

47 

7 

15 

7 

25 

7:35 

7 

16 

7 

24 

7 

02 

7 

11 

6 

54 

7 

05 

7 

32 

7:25 

7 

22 

7 

14 

7 

08 

7 

01 

7 

01 

6 

54 

7 

39 

7:14 

7 

29 

7 

04 

7 

14 

6 

51 

7 

08 

6 

44 

7 

46 

7:04 

7 

36 

6 

55 

7 

21 

6 

42 

7 

17 

6 

32 

7 

54 

6:54 

7 

42 

6 

45 

7 

28 

6 

33 

7 

23 

6 

24 

8 

01 

6:45 

7 

49 

6 

36 

7 

34 

6 

24 

7 

30 

6 

14 

8 

09 

6:35 

7 

56 

6 

28 

7 

41 

6 

15 

7 

38 

6 

05 

8 

15 

6:28 

8 

02 

6 

21 

7 

47 

6 

09 

7 

45 

5 

55 

7 

21 

5:22 

7 

08 

5 

15 

6 

52 

5 

03 

6 

51 

4 

49 

7 

26 

5:17 

7 

12 

5 

10 

6 

57 

4 

58 

6 

55 

4 

45 

7 

34 

5:09 

7 

20 

5 

03 

7 

04 

4 

52 

7 

03 

4 

37 

7 

41 

5:02 

7 

27 

4 

57 

7 

11 

4 

46 

7 

10 

4 

31 

7 

49 

4:56 

7 

34 

4 

52 

7 

18 

4 

40 

7 

18 

4 

25 

7 

56 

4:51 

7 

41 

4 

47 

7 

24 

4 

36 

7 

25 

4 

20 

8 

03 

4:47 

7 

48 

4 

44 

7 

31 

4 

33 

7 

32 

4 

17 

December 

1-5 

6-10 
11-15 
16-20 
21-25 
26-31 

January 

1-5 
6-10 
11-15 
16-20 
21-25 
26-31 


Rise  Set  Rise  Set  Rise  Set  Rite  Set 


8:09 
8:15 
8:20 
8:23 
8:26 
8:28 


8:28 
8:27 
8.24 
8:21 
8:16 
8:11 


4:44 
4:43 
4:43 
4:44 
4:46 
4:50 


4:56 
5:00 
5:06 
5:13 
5:21 
5:28 


7:54 
7:59 
8:04 
8:08 
8:10 
8:12 

8:12 
8:11 
8:09 
8:06 
8:02 
7:57 


4:42 
4:41 
4:41 
4:42 
4:44 
4:47 


4:53 
4:58 
5:05 
5:11 
5:18 
5:26 


7:37 
7:42 
7:47 
7:50 
7:53 
7:55 

7:56 
7:55 
7:53 
7:50 
7:46 
7:41 


4:31 
4:30 
4:30 
4:31 
4:33 
4:37 

4:42 
4:47 
4:53 
5:00 
5:07 
5:14 


7:38 
7:44 
7:49 
7:52 
7:55 
7:57 

7:57 
7;56 
7:54 
7:50 
7:45 
7:40 


4:14 
4:13 
4:13 
4:14 
4:16 
4:20 


4:25 
4:31 
4:37 
4:44 
4:52 
5:00 


A  complete  listing  of  sunrise-sunset  tables  for  determining 
hunting  hours  showing  the  months  of  April  through  February 
is  available  from  any  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  office. 


Zone  1  -  Flathead,  Granite,  Lake,  Lincoln,  Mineral,  Missoula, 
Ravalli  and  Sanders  Counties. 

Zone  2  -  Beaverhead,  Broadwater,  Cascade,  Chouteau,  Deer 
Lodge,  Gallatin,  Glacier,  Hill,  Jefferson,  Lewis  &  Clark,  Liberty, 
Madison,  Meagher,  Park,  Pondera,  Powell,  Silver  Bow,  Teton 
and  Toole  Counties. 

Zone  3  -  Blaine,  Bighorn,  Carbon,  Fergus,  Golden  Valley,  Judith 
Basin,  Musselshell,  Petroleum,  Phillips,  Stillwater,  Sweet  Grass, 
Wheatland  and  Yellowstone  Counties. 

Zone  4  -  Carter,  Custer,  Daniels,  Dawson,  Fallon,  Garfield, 
McCone,  Powder  River,  Prairie,  Rosebud,  Richland,  Roosevelt, 
Sheridan,  Treasure,  Wibaux  and  Valley  Counties. 


HELP  CONTROL  NOXIOUS  WEEDS 

IN  MONTANA 


Montana  is  being  invaded  by  noxious  weeds  accidently  brought  here  from  other  parts  of  the 
country  and  around  the  world.  The  natural  enemies  of  these  plants  -  diseases  and  insects  - 
that  normally  keep  these  weeds  under  control  in  their  native  homeland  didn't  make  the  trip 
over.  Due  to  lack  of  natural  controls,  combined  with  aggressive  growth  characteristics, 
controlling  noxious  weeds  is  very  difficult  once  they've  gained  a  foothold.  In  Montana, 
noxious  weeds  are  affecting  rangelands  and  in  some  cases  reducing  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  wildlife  habitat.  Every  year  the  costs  associated  with  controlling  weeds  in  Montana 
increases  for  private  landowners,  towns  ,  state  and  federal  agencies. 

HOW  CAN  HUNTERS  HELP? 

<  Learn  to  identify  the  types  of  noxious  weeds.  Helpful  information  is  available  at  county 

weed  and  extension  offices. 

<  Thoroughly  wash  your  vehicle,  especially  the  underside,  before  going  afield. 

<  Avoid  soil  disturbance  by  traveling  only  on  established  roads  and  trails. 

<  Hunters  using  packstock  in  the  hills  should  use  only  certified  weed-free  hay.  County 

extension  offices  can  provide  a  list  of  local  producers. 

«  Avoid  driving  or  riding  through  weed  patches  and  limit  your  use  of  weed-infested  areas. 

<  Notify  private,  state  or  federal  landowners  if  you  encounter  weeds  on  their  property. 

NOXIOUS  WEEDS  ARE  EVERYBODYS  PROBLEM 


1-800  TIPMONT  (847-6668) 


